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(1) Problem Government: President Ronald Reagan once remarked, “Government is not the solution to our problem. Government is the problem.” What do you think Reagan meant by this statement? What are your own thoughts on the matter?

(2) Money, Money, Money: During the Reagan administration, the United States spent record amounts on defense and the military. The intention was for the United States to head off aggressive action from its enemies, specifically the Soviets, by creating a larger, more powerful army. This practice paid off but left the nation with enormous debt. Do you think the result of the policy was worth the financial price that the country paid and is still still paying? Explain your answer.

(3) Hostage Disaster: In 1979, a group of Americans were taken hostage in Tehran, Iran. In 1980, American commandos went in to save them. Disaster ensued. Helicopters malfunctioned, eight soldiers died and none of the hostages were freed at the time. If you were the President of the United States, would you authorize the rescue of the hostages even if you knew there was great risk involved? Explain your answer.

(4) Supreme Court Woman: In 1981, Sandra Day O'Connor became the first woman to sit on the United States Supreme Court. Why do you think it took so long for a woman to be named to the Supreme Court? Why do you think Ronald Reagan, the most conservative president in 50 years, was the president who finally appointed a woman to the Court? Explain.

(5) Lost the Battle, Won the War: The presidential election of 2000 was perhaps the wildest in American history. Although Al Gore received slightly more popular votes than George Bush did, Bush won the election because he garnered more electoral votes, or votes in the Electoral College. This was not the first time the candidate with the most popular votes actually lost the election. Do you think it is fair for a candidate with fewer popular votes to win a presidential election? Why or why not?

(6) 9/11: On September 11, 2001, the United States endured a deadly terrorist attack. How do you think the nation has changed since that time? What changes have you observed in your town or city? Explain your answers.

