
Big Business Writing Assignment


Please choose one from the following six choices below.


Write a response of a minimum 100 words to any of the choices.


If you are typing the response, please use a font no larger than


16 point and use double space. 



If you are writing, please print neatly with no correction marks or cross- 
outs. Please skip lines if you are writing the response.


This project is due _________________.

1. Tycoon's Profits: Tycoon Andrew Carnegie, who made his fortune

in steel, controlled every step on the way to the final product. His

miners mined the ore, his ships transported the ore and his

refineries fired and finished the ore.


How do you think this process maximized profits for Carnegie?

2. Pushing Pendleton:The Pendleton Act instituted civil service reform. 

Prior to the Pendleton Act, government jobs often went to campaign

supporters or family members.


How might civil service exams and merit-based promotions 


strengthen government?

3. Mudslinging: The presidential campaign that pitted Republican

James Blaine against Democrat Grover Cleveland was perhaps

the most vicious, mudslinging campaign in history. Mudslinging

involves name-calling, insulting and rumor-mongering during a

campaign.


Do you think this age-old practice is an effective method of 


campaigning? Is it an ethical method? EXPLAIN YOUR ANSWER.

4. Typewriters and Telephones: The 19th century was an era of great

inventions in the United States. Look at the list of inventions below

and order them from most important to least important (in your opinion). Then explain why you ranked the top three inventions as

most important.


1834: Refrigerator invented by Jacob Perkins


1837: Morse code developed by Samuel Morse


1853: Elevator invented by Elisha Otis


1873: Typewriter invented by Christopher Sholes


1876: Telephone invented by Alexander Graham Bell


1877: Record Player invented by Thomas Edison


1879: Light bulb invented by Thomas Edison


1886: Dishwasher invented by Josephine Cochran

5. Ranking the Railroad: Some historians argue that the railroad was the

greatest technological development in the United States in the 1800s.


Write a paragraph or two agreeing or disagreeing with this 


position.

6. Exploited Factory Workers: During the Industrial Revolution, many people found work in the new factories that had opened. Factory workers were often exploited, forced to work long hours for very little money. Labor unions were the workers' only voice-their only bargaining tool with management.


Why do you think labor unions were more effective than individuals


in dealing with management and employers?

