Postwar Writing Project (1945-1960)

1. A Helping Hand for Europe: After World War II, the United States invested billions of dollars in the Marshall Plan, a scheme to rebuild Europe and gave financial assistance to those European nations that sustained heavy damage during the war. Why do think American decision-makers believed that this was a good use of American funds?

2. Send the Troops to College: After United States servicemen returned from World War II, Congress passed the GI Bill of Rights, which offered many opportunities for returned soldiers to continue or begin their educations. What short-term and long-term effects do you think the GI Bill of Rights had on the men and women who took advantage of the opportunities it offered?

3. Winner, Then Loser: In 1948, on the night of the presidential election, the Chicago Tribune printed a front-page headline that read “Dewey Defeats Truman.” According to the article, Thomas Dewey had defeated Harry Truman and would become the next the President of the United States. However, America awoke the next morning to learn that Truman was actually the winner. Imagine that you are Thomas Dewey. Write a journal entry describing your feelings on election night after you learn that you have won the election. Write a second journal entry the following morning after you discover that Truman defeated you.

4. Only Two: In reaction to Franklin Roosevelt's unprecedented four terms as President, Congress passed the Twenty-second Amendment in 1951, limiting presidential tenure to two terms. Dwight Eisenhower objected to the amendment saying, “By and large, the United States ought to be able to choose for its President anybody that it wants, regardless of the number of terms he has served.” Do you agree with Eisenhower or do you believe that presidential tenure should be limited? Explain your answer.

5. Firing the General: In 1951, President Truman fired General Douglas Macarthur, who publicly made fun of Truman for confining the Korean War to the Korean peninsula. Do you think officers deserve to be fired if they voice opinions that are against those of the President of the United, who serves as the commander-in-chief of all United States military forces? Why or why not?

6. Fighting a Cold War: In the decades following World War II, the United States and the Soviet Union fought the Cold War, which was a conflict of economics and politics, not really of weapons. How did these superpowers wage this Cold War and what “weapons” did each use? Who ultimately won the Cold War?

7. National Highways: Part of President Dwight Eisenhower's legacy is the vast interstate highway system. Eisenhower's highway construction project was initially valued at nearly $30 billion dollars. What effects do you think this project had on trade and unemployment rates in the United States? Explain.

8. Segregation on the Basis of Race: In the Supreme Court case Brown v. Topeka Board of Education, the Supreme Court had to decide whether racial segregation of public schools was legal. The Court faced this question, “Does segregation of children in public schools solely on the basis of race, even though the physical facilities and other tangible factors may be equal, deprive the children of the minority group of equal educational opportunities?” First, rewrite the question in your own words. Second, answer the question as if you were the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.

9. Red Scare: At the height of the Cold War, a paranoia known as the Red Scare swept through America. Many upstanding citizens across the country were accused of being Communists or “reds,” and were arrested and sometimes even brought before Congress for formal hearings. A government committee known as the House Un-American Activities Committee led the witch hunt. President Harry Truman said of HUAC, “I've said many times that the Un-American Activities Committee in the House of Representatives was the most un-American thing in America.” Why do you think Truman had such strong feelings towards this organization? Why might such an organization be dangerous?

10. Racing for Space: During the Cold War, the Americans and Soviets engaged in a space race. Both were bent on conquered the “final frontier”-space. Dwight Eisenhower said, “Will outer space be preserved for peaceful use and developed for the benefit of all mankind? Or will it become another focus for the arms race-and thus an area of dangerous and sterile competition?” Why do you think the United States government considered winning the Space Race important? Make a list of reasons.

