Aim: How did Presidents Lincoln and Johnson address the issue of Reconstruction?

Introduction

· President Lincoln and his Cabinet faced a grave situation after the Confederate surrender at Appomattox.

· The Northern victory in the Civil War ended the existence of the Confederate States of America.

· However, the problem faced by Lincoln was how to bring back the seceded states to the United States.

· There was a problem in that the United States was now responsible for rebuilding the Southern states destroyed during the Civil War.

· Still, another problem was the slaves freed by the Emancipation Proclamation. Nearly 4,000,000 slaves now had to make a living when all they knew was slavery.

· During the period of Reconstruction, which lasted between 1865 and 1877, the United States needed to address these three problems.

1) With the northern victory in the Civil War, which nation was no longer in existence?

2) What three problems did the United States have to address in the years following the Civil War?

3) What period of American History started in 1865 and ended in 1877?

1. President Versus Congress

· During the Civil War, President Lincoln and the United States Congress had often disagreed over government policy.

· Many Republicans in the United States Congress believed that President Lincoln was going too soft on the southern states. They felt that they should be punished for their actions before and during the Civil War.

· The Republicans in the United States Congress believed that Lincoln’s Reconstruction plan was too soft and let the South off with little punishment.
· During the period of Reconstruction, a power struggle broke out between the President and the Congress. The struggle between the two branches of government was over who would carry out the plans for Reconstruction.

4) Why did US Congress oppose the plans of Abraham Lincoln during Reconstruction?

5) During Reconstruction, what was the struggle between the President and the United States Congress?

1.1 Lincoln and Congress

· Lincoln saw that the plans for Reconstruction should be established and created by the President.

· When the Union forces won battles at Gettysburg and Vicksburg, President Lincoln began making his plans for Reconstruction, mainly, how to bring back those southern states that had seceded in 1860 and 1861.

6) Who did Lincoln believe should handle the task of Reconstruction?

7) When did Lincoln begin writing his plans for Reconstruction?

Lincoln’s Plan of Reconstruction

· In December 1863, Lincoln wrote his plan for Reconstruction called a Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction. In it, Lincoln outlines his plan for Reconstruction.
· In this plan, Lincoln stated that all southern whites should take an oath of loyalty to the United States. Once they did, they would receive amnesty-a general pardon by the government.

· The leaders of the Confederate military and the government were not allowed to be part of this plan.

· Once 10 percent of the people in each state took this oath of loyalty, that state would be allowed to create and form a new government.

· The new state governments had to recognize that Blacks were free, but aside from this, Lincoln did not ask for further changes.

8) What was the title of Lincoln’s plan for Reconstruction and when was it written?

9) Define the word amnesty.

10) Which groups of Confederates were not allowed to be part of Lincoln’s plan?

11) What percent of the population had to swear loyalty to the United States for that state to be readmitted back into the United States?

12) Besides the oath of loyalty, what else did Lincoln ask the states to do as part of his plan?

The Radical Republicans

· Many members of the United States Congress, most notably, the Republicans, believed that Lincoln’s plan was too soft on the southern states.
· One group of Republicans, who were called Radicals (major), wanted to make major changes.

· The leading Radical Republicans were Senators Charles Sumner and Benjamin Wade, along with Representatives Thaddeus Stevens (Pennsylvania) and Henry Winter Davis (Maryland). They believed that Lincoln’s plan was too soft.
· Lincoln disagreed with the Radical Republicans because he believed that the Confederate states had never left the Union, so they still had the same rights as the other states.

· The Radical Republicans believed that since the states had left the Union, they should go back to being territories. The Radical Republicans also feared that with the mildness of Lincoln’s plan, southern Democrats would come back to power, so the Radical Republicans wanted to keep the south free from democratic control for as long as possible,.
· The Radical Republicans also did not like the 10 percent that Lincoln had instituted for readmission. They believed that gave the president way too much control in handling the affairs of Reconstruction. They were angered when in 1864 three states had already met the 10% for Lincoln’s plan. As a result, the United States Congress refused to seat any of these states Congressional members.

13) Who were the Radical Republicans and what did they stand for?

14) Who were the leaders of the Radical Republicans?

15) What did the Radical Republicans believe about those states that seceded?

16) How did the plans of the Radical Republicans differ from those of Lincoln?

The Wade-Davis Bill

· This bill was passed by the United States Congress in July 1864.

· This bill stated that a majority of white male citizens in each seceded state should take an oath of loyalty to the United States.

· After this was to occur, then, the states would have to hold a state convention with the hope of establishing a new government.

· The people who were allowed to take this oath had to swear that they never willingly aided the Confederacy during the Civil War. This barred anyone who had served in the Confederate government or the Confederate military.

· The last piece of the bill stated that each state constitution had to abolish slavery. When the US Congress agreed, the state would be re-admitted to the United States.

· Lincoln never let the bill passed, he used a pocket veto (a veto that allows the president to reject a bill ten days before the United States Congress goes into recess) to anger the Radical Republicans.

17) What were the terms of the Wade-Davis Bill?

18) What did Lincoln use to reject this bill from becoming law?

1.2 The Thirteenth Amendment

· Republicans were concerned that there were slaves in the border states.

· When Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, the proclamation only freed slaves living in the Confederacy.

· In January 1865, Congress passed the 13th Amendment. This amendment abolished slavery everywhere in the United States.

· The 27 states ratified the amendment and on December 18, 1865, the amendment became law.

19) What concerns did the Republicans have regarding slavery after the Civil War?
20) What measure or law was passed that enforced the abolishment of slavery?

1.3 Johnson and Congress

· When President Lincoln died in April 1865, the task of Reconstruction now rested in the hands of his vice president Andrew Johnson.

· As president, Johnson was on good terms with the northern Republicans. The Republicans believed because of his record that he would stand with them in punishing the south. They were disappointed.

· Johnson did not like southern planters, however, he also believed in states rights and he could care little about the rights of freed slaves.

21) Who was now asked to address Reconstruction after the death of Lincoln?

22) Why were the Republicans disappointed in regards to Johnson’s policy of Reconstruction?

Johnson’s Plan of Reconstruction

· This plan was written in May 1865 and it was designed very similar to the plan written by Abraham Lincoln.
· According to Johnson’s plan, most southern whites would be pardoned once they had taken a loyalty oath. The only people that needed a special pardon were leaders of the Confederacy and southern whites with $20,000 in cash or property.

· Seceded states could hold elections for constitutional conventions where the states would have to repeal their acts of secession.

· The states also had to adopt the 13th Amendment, create a state government and then appoint members to Congress.
· By December 1865, the southern states had followed the plan and were ready to rejoin the United States.

23) What were the terms of Johnson’s Plan for Reconstruction?

Congressional Reaction

· The Radicals were angry because Johnson did not consult them for his plan.
· The Radicals were angry that Johnson’s plan was similar to Lincoln-too soft and did nothing to help former slaves.

· The Radicals were also angry because Johnson’s plan allowed Confederate leaders to return to power.

· To pay back Johnson, the Radicals blocked the new southern members from taking their seats and were prepared to defeat Johnson’s plan.

24) Why were the Radicals angry with Johnson’s plan?

25) How did the US Congress react to President Johnson’s plan?
