Aim: How did Reconstruction affect the southern United States?

3. Reconstruction and the Postwar South

- People all over the United States had different ideas about Reconstruction.

- The greatest division regarding Reconstruction came in the south. Opinions were strongly divided not only between blacks and whites but between people with different political views. 

- All of these groups would have a very important impact on Reconstruction after the Civil War.

1) In which area of the United States did people have the strongest opinion regarding Reconstruction?

3.1 Southern Blacks and Reconstruction

- Most of the blacks that lived in the south after the Civil War were slaves in the years leading up to the Civil War. 

- After the Civil War, most of these people were free, but most of them owned no land and most of them had no money. Very few of them could read or write.

- Many freed blacks hoped that Reconstruction would bring them land and the chance for an education. The freedmen wanted to be able to vote and hold office for a chance to have an equal place in southern life.
- Under the Reconstruction Acts, blacks were allowed to vote for the new state governments. They voted Republicans because they were the party that would protect their interests.

- During Reconstruction many blacks held political office for the very first time in the south. Some blacks were appointed by the military leaders while others were elected. Some of the first governmental leaders in the south included:

(1) Blanche K. Bruce-Mississippi


(2) Hiram P. Revels-Mississippi


(3) Jonathan C. Gibbs-Florida


(4) Francis L. Cardozo-South Carolina

- Although they were elected during Reconstruction, they never directed Reconstruction in the South.

- Blacks were a minority in all of the southern state constitutional conventions, except South Carolina.

- Over time, the minority of Blacks in the state legislatures decreased and grew smaller.

2) What were the jobs of most Blacks in the years before the Civil war?

3) After the Civil War describe the status and positions of most southern Blacks.

4) What did many Blacks hope Reconstruction would bring them?

5) Who were some of the first blacks to hold positions in government?

6) What happened to the number of blacks in southern state governments over time?

3.2 Southern Whites and Reconstruction

- Most southern whites accepted the defeat of the Confederacy.

- Most southern whites also accepted the fact that slavery had been abolished. However, they were not willing to go much farther than that.

- Many southern whites were against equal rights for blacks. Many southern whites were also against the idea of blacks voting or holding office.

- The only purpose that Blacks held for whites in the south was they were a source of cheap labor.

- Many southern whites were also against the Republican governments and anyone else that would aid the plight of blacks.

7) What things were southern whites against during the time of Reconstruction?

3.3 Carpetbaggers and Scalawags

- In the south, the Republican Party was controlled by two groups-carpetbaggers and scalawags.

- People from the north who moved to the south to take part in Reconstruction were one group called carpetbaggers. Carpetbaggers were people who carried their belongings in bags made of the same material as carpet. Some were sincere in their wanting to help the south while others believed they were there to make money.

- Southern whites saw carpetbaggers as greedy, dishonest people were trying to control the economic and political life of the south.

· People from the other group were called scalawags, meaning “scamp” or “rascal”.

· Scalawags were southern whites who worked with Reconstruction officials.

· Other southern whites called them traitors because they opposed the Confederacy during the Civil War.

· The Radical Republicans favored the scalawags, regarding them as reliable people

· Scalawags, because of their pro-Union stance, were the only persons allowed to vote or hold office.

· Although some scalawags were thinking of themselves, others thought what they were doing was the best way to help the South.

· One of the most famous scalawags was ex-Confederate general, James Longstreet, who became a successful businessman after the Civil War.

· Longstreet and other scalawags believed that the South had to cooperate with the North in order to prosper.

· The scalawags believed that to prosper, they had to work with northern Radicals and by doing this, it would reduce the dependence on agriculture by the South.

· Many scalawags believed that by influencing the votes of southern Blacks, they would meet their goals. Others did not want change.

3.4 Claims of Corruption

· Many southern whites believed that their Reconstruction governments were corrupt.

· To prove this, they pointed to the growth of state budgets and state debts.


(a) South Carolina’s debt went up $22,000,000 during the war.


(b) Taxes increased in Louisiana by about 80%.


(c) Mississippi’s taxes increased about 1400%

· Southern whites blamed dishonest carpetbaggers and untrained Blacks in government.

· Although there was corruption in southern state governments, the problem of debt was prevalent in northern state governments as well.

· Because of the fact the South was destroyed, large-scale spending was needed in the South.


(a) Railroads needed to replaced.


(b) Hospitals needed to be built.


(c) Schools were needed.


(d) Social services were needed as well.

3.5 Ku Klux Klan

· Many southern whites believed that freed Blacks, with the help of Northern Republicans, would destroy the south.

· As a result, they wanted to keep white control in all areas by stopping northern support for the freedmen.

· These people wanted to prevent freedmen from voting and holding office.

· To achieve this, some whites turned to secret societies to achieve their goals.

· One of the strongest secret groups was the Order of the Ku Klux Klan.

· The groups was formed shortly after the war by ex-Confederate soldiers in Pulaski, Tennessee and then it spread quickly through the south.

· Robed and hooded, members of the KKK rode through the land trying to scare Blacks and their supporters, especially members of the Freedmen’s Bureau. Blacks were threatened, beaten and killed.

