The Age of Big Business
Students Will Be Able To

(1) List the elements that contributed to the growth of American business in the late 1800s.

(2) Tell how big business affected the American economy.

(3) Distinguish among corporations, pools, and trusts.

(4) Name and describe the philosophy of big business leaders.

(5) List the ways in which political leaders responded to problems of the late 1800s.

(6) Describe the steps taken by farmers to bring about reform in the late 1800s.

(7) Describe the actions taken by industrial workers to bring about reform in the late 1800s.

(8) Identify the social reform movements that developed during the late 1800s.

1. Background to Industrial Growth
(1) What natural resources were important in the growth of big business?

(2) What role did immigration help increase immigration?

(3) Who were some important inventors of the late 1800s?

(4) When does the government regulate business activities?
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2. Rise of Industrial Giants
(1) What industry was the first to become a big business?

(2) What problems did the railroads have?

(3) What did Rockefeller do in the oil industry?

(4) Who formed United States Steel Corporation?

(5) How does a corporation differ from other businesses?

(6) What was one of the problems faced by businesses?
(7) What ideas did business leaders support?
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3. Business And Government
(1) What did the alliance of big business and government lead to?

(2) What party strongly supported big business?

(3) What had backed paper money since the beginning of the United States?

(4) Who were the Half-Breeds?

(5) What were the Republican reformers called?

(6) What did the Hatch Act provide?

(7) What happened to interfere with Cleveland’s popularity?
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4. The Revolt of the Farmers 
(1) What problems did farmers face in the 1800s?

(2) Who did farmers blame for their troubles? Why?

(3) Why were farmers angry at the railroads?

(4) What was the purpose of the farmer cooperatives?

(5) How did the farmers attempt to regulate the railroads?

(6) What was the Supreme Court views towards the Granger Laws?
(7) What were some of the Farmers Alliances?

(8) What reforms did the Populists favor?
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5. The Rise of American Labor

(1) Who belonged to the early labor unions in the United States?
(2) What was the first important national labor union?

(3) Who formed the Knights of Labor? Who could belong?

(4) What did the Knights of Labor favor instead of strikes?

(5) What occurred at Haymarket Square?

(6) Who was blamed for the Haymarket Riot?

6. The Search for Justice

(1) What were some of the groups that tried to improve living conditions?

(2) What were the purposes of settlement houses?

(3) What were some important works that urged reform?
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7. The Search for Justice

(4) What were some of the groups that tried to improve living conditions?

(5) What were the purposes of settlement houses?

(6) What were some important works that urged reform?
