What happened to Blacks after Reconstruction?
3. Blacks in the Late 1800s

· The late 1800s was a time of change for Blacks as well as Indians.

· Blacks had made great gains right after the Civil War-they received the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments.

· Before Reconstruction ended, however, they began to lose their civil and political rights.

· This brought about different responses from black leaders.

(1) What was happening to blacks in the south after Reconstruction?

3.1 Losing the Right to Vote

· Towards the end of the 1800s, southern states moved to take the right to vote away from blacks.

· In the 1870s, some blacks had been denied the right to vote in the South. Still, there were black voters in certain areas after the Southern Democrats took control of the state governments.

· From the 1870s to the 1890s, the power of the Democratic Party leaders in the south was challenged by other whites. Many of these people were poor whites who owned small farms.

· These whites disliked the fact that the party leaders favored business and industry at the expense of poor white farmers.

· For a short time, poor white and black farmers tried to work together.

· Soon, however, white farmers and Democratic leaders joined together to take away the vote from blacks. 

· Without allies, blacks could not gain political power.

· Southern state leaders had been looking for ways to end black voting without violating such federal laws as the 15th Amendment.

· Beginning in the 1890s, southern states began using two methods to keep blacks from voting.

· One required voters to pay a poll tax-a tax to be paid at election time.

· Another required voters to pass a literacy test-a test to prove that a voter could read and explain any part of the state constitution. Local voting officials, who were almost always white, made the final decision whether a voter passed or failed.

· Blacks did not have the money to pay the poll tax while others did not have enough schooling to pass the literacy test.

· The poll tax and the literacy tests also kept many poor whites from voting.

· To avoid this, other laws were developed. 

· Beginning in 1898, many southern states wrote grandfather clauses into their constitutions.

· People who could not pass the literacy test or pay the poll tax could still vote if they, their fathers or their grandfathers had been allowed to vote on or before January 1, 1867.

· Few blacks were voting before 1867, blacks did not qualify.
(2) Why were blacks in the south being denied the right to vote?

(3) What were grandfather clauses?
3.2 The Rise of Jim Crow Laws

· The desire to segregate-separate-blacks from whites in everyday life gave rise to Jim Crow laws.

· Blacks were segregated on railroads, steamboats and other forms of transportation.

· They were not allowed to use the same hotels, restaurants, theaters or parks as whites.

· Blacks had to attend separate schools, use separate restrooms and public fountains.

· Such laws did not apply in the years before the Civil War because blacks were slaves.

· Segregation was used not only in the south, but in the north and west as well.

(4) What does the word segregate mean?

(5) Why were there few laws regarding segregation prior to the Civil War?

(6) Besides the south, in which areas was segregation being used?

3.3 The Supreme Court and Civil Rights

· Some people hoped that the civil rights of blacks would be upheld by the Supreme Court. That hope was soon lost.

· Following the end of Reconstruction, the Supreme Court ruled in favor of states’ rights.

· In 1873, the Court ruled that although the 14th Amendment was to allow equal guaranteed protection, this only applied to certain situations. At other times, the rights of citizens were the responsibility of the states.

· The Supreme Court stated that the United States Government had no power to decide what a state could or could not do to protect the rights of their citizens.

· In 1883, the Court stated that the 14th Amendment could not stop segregation in private business. The amendment could only be used to protect a person’s rights against state actions.

· A Supreme Court ruling on a Louisiana law added support to Jim Crow laws.

· Louisiana had passed a law requiring railroads to have separate cars for blacks.

· In 1896, Homer Plessy refused to leave a car for whites and was arrested. His case came before the Supreme Court as Plessy v. Ferguson (1896).
· In May 1896, the US Supreme Court ruled on the case.

· The United States Supreme Court ruled to uphold the Louisiana law as constitutional, the Court put forth the idea that all that was necessary to make any form of segregation legal was the provision of equal facilities for blacks.

· In practice, facilities were seldom, if ever equal.

· Nevertheless, the Supreme Court’s “separate but equal” ruling remained in effect for 60 years.
(7) What was the Supreme Court’s attitude towards segregation?

(8) What did the Plessy decision require concerning segregation?

3.4 Response of Black Leaders

· Black leaders did not always agree on what would be the bet response to Jim Crow laws. Some were willing to compromise while other were not.

· The two major Black leaders during segregation were:


1) Booker T. Washington


2) W.E.B DuBois

Booker T. Washington

· Booker T. Washington was an educator and former slave.

· In 1895, Washington delivered his Atlanta Compromise. In his speech, Washington said that he believed that black people should work to gain economic security before seeking equal rights.

· Washington was the president of Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. He encouraged vocational or job training for Blacks

· Washington also urged southern whites to support this training and to hire many of the black workers in the south. He did not press openly for equal rights.

· Washington’s views were popular with many white leaders in both the North and South. They saw this as an answer to problems between blacks and whites.

· Many whites believed that blacks should serve as laborers and farmers with no equal rights. He believed his plan would be a temporary answer.

· Some black leaders reacted against Booker T. Washington’s plan.

· William Monroe Trotter, a newspaper owner in Boston, felt that the ideas of Washington betrayed blacks by not speaking out for their rights as citizens. He felt that it was wrong for a nation based on democracy to deny a people their rights.

· William E. B. DuBois was the leading critic of Washington.

· DuBois was a graduate of Fisk and Harvard Universities, DuBois was very much against Washington’s acceptance of segregation. He felt that whites had created problems by denying blacks their rights.

· In 1903, DuBois wrote The Souls of Black Folk. He pointed out that it was up to whites and blacks jointly to resolve these problems.

· DuBois also disagreed with Washington’s ideas about vocational training for blacks.

· He believed that talented blacks, like talented whites, should receive the best possible education in all areas.

· By doing this, then, these people would become the leaders in the drive for black rights.

Civil Rights Organizations

· In the early 1900s, two organizations were formed by the groups led by William E. B. DuBois and Booker T. Washington.

· In 1909, DuBois joined with other blacks and whites to form the National Association for the Advancement of Colored Persons (NAACP).

· The aims of the NAACP was to fight segregation, work for equal rights and expand education for blacks.

· Washington and many others supported the National Urban League. Its main goal was employment for blacks.

(9) What was Washington’s view regarding the black response to segregation?

(10) What leaders did not agree with Washington’s views?

(11) What was DuBois’ view regarding segregation?

(12) What organizations were formed to help blacks?

